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A Message from our Scout Executive 
 
 
 
It’s always exciting to start a new year!  We are given a fresh start to challenge ourselves to 
make it the best year possible!  As I look forward to 2009, I would like to share with you some 
of our accomplishments from 2008.  
 
While we are all concerned about the economy and the effect it may have on Scouting in the 
future, Scouting programs are more alive than ever.  Over the past year the number of youth 
served reached an all time high of nearly 16,000.  To better serve our youth, major capital 
projects were completed at both camps, Hi-Sierra and Chesebrough. 
 
Instead of sitting under a pole barn at Chesebrough, Scouts and volunteers will be able to stay 
warm and dry at our new Valley Foundation Lodge and Swenson Family Administration 
Building.  Both buildings will provide a year-round training and meeting area for Scouting.  
Scouts will also appreciate hot water with our new and improved shower building at Camp Hi-
Sierra. 
 
Our programs and activities from the past year surpassed all other years.  We had 10,000 
Scouts and their families attend Scout-O-Rama.  Cub Scouts enjoyed a summer full of day 
camp activities at various parks in Santa Clara and Boy Scouts camped at Hi-Sierra while their 
earning merit badges and learning to sail on our new sailboats at Pinecrest Lake. 
 
None of this would have been possible without the support of our 4,000 adult volunteers that 
dedicated their time to deliver a quality-run program. 
 
The year ahead guarantees excitement and new opportunities for our council!  As we get ready 
for 2009 I would like to thank you for being a part of this invaluable program!  �
�
�
Yours In Scouting, 
 

�
 
Jason Stein 
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Cub Scout Pow Wow & University of 
Scouting 
 

 
 
Is one of your New Year’s Resolutions to get more involved with 
your sons pack?  If so, mark your calendar for this Saturday, 
January 24, 2009 from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM. 
 
Please come and join this annual get together of Cub Scout leaders 
for an exciting learning extravaganza!  All registered Scout Leaders, 
parents, youth leaders, and den chiefs are encouraged to attend.  
There will be sections on games, crafts, skits, ceremonies, and 
administration. 
 
A wonderful training opportunity, this is a great time to re-charge 
your batteries and share ideas with other packs while meeting new 
Scouting friends. 
 
This event will be held at Santa Clara High School at 3000 Benton 
Street in Santa Clara CA.  For more information, please contact 
Michael Wilson at 408-280-5088 x.40 or visit us on-line at: 
 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/program/PowWow-
UniversityofScouting.html. 
 

 
2009 Scout-O-Rama Kick-Off! 
 
Attention all Unit Leaders! 
 
Don’t miss our kick-off event for Scout-O-Rama.  Please join 
us on Saturday, February 14, 2009 from 10:00 AM – 11:00 
AM at the firehouse located in History Park, 1650 Senter St., 
San Jose. 
 
This is an important event to be present at as you will have the 
opportunity to ‘stake your claim’ for your 2009 activity or 
booth! 
 
For more information, please contact Ron Schoenmehl at 408-
280-5088 ext. 25 or visit us on-line at: 
http://www.scccbsa.org/files/2009_program_sor_Council_Kic
koff.pdf 
 

 

2008 Silver Beaver Class 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to our 2008 Silver Beaver Class! 
 

Kyna Hendra, David Low, Ed Maisen, Barbara Rogers, 
Steve Rossetta, Bobby Toda, Roy Tsai, Chuck Walton, Art 

Williams, Bob Zeroun 
 

 
 
The Silver Beaver Award is the council-level distinguished 
service award of the Boy Scouts of America.  Recipients of 
this award are registered adult leaders who have made an 
impact on the lives of youth through service given to the 
council. 
 
Please join us in congratulating our 2008 Silver Beavers at our 
2009 Council Annual Recognition Dinner on Friday, February 
13, 2009.  On-line registration is available at: 
 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/program/activities/dinner.html 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Shannon Shaffer at 
408-280-5088 ext. 31 or Shannon@scccbsa.org. 
 
  

Social Networking now Available! 
 
Wouldn’t it be fabulous if you could connect with Scouts from 
all over the council?  How about from all over the Country? 
 
Well, the wait is over!  National has created a brand new 
social network program, available to all registered youth (14 
years +) and adults. 
 
With our new social network program you will be able to 
share ideas, promote district events, or simply leave a message 
for new and old friends! 
 
To sign up, visit www.scouting.org and click on the link that 
says MyScouting.  You will then need to enter your e-mail and 
password.  If you do not have an account created, click on the 
link to the right that says New to MyScouting.  Make sure you 
have your BSA membership number handy as they will ask 
for it.  For more information, visit us online at:  
 
 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/BSASocialNetworkingProgram.
html. 
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Upcoming Scout Night 
 
On Saturday, February 7, 2009 Scouts can work toward their 
merit badge, basketball pin or belt loop at a pre-game 
basketball workshop.  Stick around afterwards and watch Cal 
Berkeley play Washington State at 7:30 PM. 
 
Troops will receive a group photo in a customized Cal frame, 
recognition on the video board, plus in-game contests and 
prizes. 
 
15 or more tickets are required.  The cost for youth to attend is 
$10 and $15 for adults.  Cal patches will be given out to the 
first 250 scouts in attendance. 
 
If your pack or troop would like to attend, please contact 
Kevin Holman at (510) 642-8131 of kholman@berkeley.edu 
for a registration form. 
 

 
Scouting Stories 
 
We are looking for your story! 
 
We would like you to share some interesting facts or stories 
about how Scouting has changed your life or your son’s life.  
We are looking for quotes to use on our website, activity book, 
etc. 
 
If you have the time to fill out a short (3 question) form, 
please contact Bev Lenihan at bev@reesults.com. 
�
 
Soccer and Scouting 
 

 
 
The Soccer and Scouting Program is gearing up for its 2009 
season with six schools joining the ranks of Soccer and 
Scouting. The program is a traditional Pack with the added 
bonus of soccer. This program gives our scouts access to the  
 

 
outdoors and physical exercise which is a benefit to Scouts, 
Coaches and District Executive who are all ready showing 
signs of losing weight. We will be including more traditional 
scouting activities throughout the soccer season.  Our focus  
will be on Scout Rank Advancements within the Packs and 
Troops. 
 
This program will give our Scouts the opportunity to compete 
with other Scout teams in a friendly and safe environment.  It 
will also give our council the opportunity to offer the Hispanic 
community traditional Scouting activities and experiences 
which is a natural compliment of the Hispanic community’s 
importance of Family.   
 
Volunteers who are interested in having an impact on the 
scouting experience of our young players are encouraged to 
find out more about the Soccer and Scouting program.  Your 
experience and knowledge can guide and inspire the youth.  
The Soccer and Scouting Program is in need of Spanish 
speaking leaders who can mentor volunteers in 
commissioning, program planning and fundraising. 
 
If you are interested in being a leader by serving on the 
League Committee or Commissioner Team please contact 
Ramon Loredo at 408-280-5088 x.26.  
 
To all Soccer and Scouting Volunteers past and present, 
Thank You! 
 Without Volunteer support we wouldn’t be able to make our 
“GOAL”. 
 
 

 
�
 
 

   
   

   

Santa Clarion Newsletter                 pg. 3 

January - February 2009 

�



�

������� ���	
������
��
� �

   
 
 
Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers for supporting the 

Exploring and 
Learning for Life Program! 

 
2009 Learning for Life Groups: 

Piedmont Hills High School, Meyer Elementary School, 
Rogers Elementary School, South Valley YMCA, Mt. 

Madonna YMCA, Granada Islamic School, 
East Valley YMCA, and Central YMCA 

 
2009 Explorer Posts: 

San Jose P.D. (P.A.L.), Gilroy P.D., Sunnyvale DPS, Santa 
Clara P.D., Santa Clara Sheriff, Morgan Hill P.D., Evergreen 
Police Academy, Milpitas P.D., and the San Jose Fire Dept. 

 
 

 
 

LFL Youth Stats: 
Elementary: 3,605 
Junior High: 178 

High School: 2,200 
Explorers: 258 

Total LFL/Exploring: 6,241 
 

 

 
Learning for Life Mission Statement: 
It is the mission of Learning for Life to enable young people 
to become responsible individuals by teaching positive 
character traits, career development, leadership, and life skills 
so they can make ethical choices and achieve their full 
potential. 
 
Learning for Life offers seven programs that focus on career 
and character education for grades K through 12th. The 
program uses age-appropriate and grade specific lesson plans 
to help make academic learning fun. Learning for Life assists 
youth in our society with their character development, 
establishing positive personal values, social and life skills. 
 
Exploring: 
Exploring is Learning for Life’s career education program for 
men and women who are 14 years old (and have graduated 
from 8th grade) through 20 years old. Adult advisors are 
selected by the participating organization for involvement in 
Exploring. Explorer posts specialize in a variety of career 
skills. Exploring programs are based on five areas of 
emphasis: career opportunities, life skills, citizenship, 
character education, and leadership experience. There are over 
100 different types of Explorer Posts, ranging from accounting  
 
to zoology. Law Enforcement is the largest nationwide. The 
Santa Clara County currently serves over 200 Explorers! 
 
We are looking to connect with teachers, businesses and 
administrators, and share with them the strength of our 
program.  If you are active in a school or are interested in any 
of our character education programs, please contact Sally at 
408.280.2154 ext. 23 or at sally@scccbsa.org. 

____________________________________ 

 
Matching Gifts 
 
Every year, our local council benefits from over $20,000 in 
matching funds from area businesses and companies.  These 
funds make a dramatic difference in our programs! 
 
Please take five minutes in your workday to contact your 
human resources department to inquire about their matching  
gift policies and whether your FOS gift is eligible for a match.   
 
Additionally, many companies will make gifts to recognize 
your time and efforts.  A “Dollar for Doers” program, for 
example, can fund a dollar per hour that you volunteer in  
Scouting.   This adds up fast! 
 
If you have any questions about these opportunities, please 
contact Debra Moreschini at 408-280-5088 x18. 
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Property Donations 
 
If you are considering selling or trading an unwanted car, boat, 
or RV, why not donate it to Scouting?  Your donation will go 
a long way in assisting programs that serve the more than 
15,000 youth in our area. 
 
The Santa Clara County Council has implemented a program 
that will provide you with a fast and efficient way to donate 
your asset and receive a tax deduction up to the maximum 
allowable by the IRS. 
 
For more information, contact Ron Schoenmehl at 408-280-
5088 x25 or rons@scccbsa.org. 
 

 
Living a Legacy 
 
Has Scouting made a difference in the life of a son, husband, 
friend, or even yourself? 
 
One of the best ways to give back is through a legacy gift.  A 
legacy gift is one that will make a difference for years to come 
and for generations to follow.  We do this through our council 
endowment. 
 
 
The most popular legacy gift is the James E. West Fellow gift.  
Individuals can make a gift of $1,000 or more in their own  
name, to honor someone else, or in memory of a departed 
loved one.  This gift can be made in one payment or as 
monthly payments.  For example, $83/month for a year.  
 
Scouting invests all endowment gifts and uses 5% per year for 
programs.  Ultimately, this allows your gift to keep giving 
indefinitely. 
 
Our local Scouts could use your support through this program.  
For more information, please contact Ron Schoenmehl at 408-
280-5088 x25 or rons@scccbsa.org. 
 

 

Special Events 
 
Council Annual Recognition Dinner 
Please join us for the 2009 Annual Recognition Dinner! 
 
At this annual event we will be honoring the Eagle Scout and 
Silver Beaver class of 2008.  In addition, Eagle Scouts will 
have the opportunity to display their Eagle projects, as well as 
acknowledge the 2008 Heroism and Award of Merit 
Recipients. 
 
This year’s event will be held on Friday, February 13, 2009 at 
the Wyndham Hotel in San Jose.  To help offset the cost of all  

 
2008 Eagles we ask that you consider sponsoring an Eagle 
Scout.  The cost is only $50 per Eagle and will ensure their 
attendance at the dinner. 
 
If you would like to attend and/or sponsor a 2008 Eagle Scout, 
on-line registration is now available at: 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/program/activities/dinner.html 
 
The last day for on-line registration will be Friday, February 
6th.   If you have any questions, please contact Shannon 
Shaffer at 408-280-5088 x.31 or Shannon@scccbsa.org. 
 

 
 
 

 
District Updates 
 
PIONEER 
 
District Pinewood Derby Race 
Come join us for the Pioneer District Pinewood Derby Final 
Races. 
 
Weigh-in and Registration: 
Wednesday February 4th, 2009 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. 
 
Race Day: Saturday February 7th, 2009 
Tiger Cub Check-in 9:00 AM, Tiger Cub Race 9:30 AM. 
Cub Scout/Webelos Check-in 12:00 Noon, 
Cub Scout/Webelos Race 12:30 PM. 
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Who: 1st and 2nd place Tiger Cubs and 1st and 2nd place Cub 
Scout/Webelos Winners from each Pack are eligible to enter 
the race. 
 
Where: Queen of Apostles, 4950 Mitty Way, San Jose. All 
Scouts and their families are invited to 
come and watch the representatives from their Pack. 
Only "Grand Prix" cars allowed! $5.00 entry fee per car (due 
at weigh-in). 
 
For questions or more info send e-mail to 
2009derby@krent.com. 
 
Pioneer 2009 Camporee 
Every year Scouts from the Pioneer District gather together at 
Camporee to compete with each other, meet other Scouts 
within the district and most importantly show their Scout 
Spirit.  Before you calendar gets filled please mark May 1-3 
and come enjoy camporee with Pioneer! 
 
For additional information please contact the Order of the 
Arrow Chapter Advisor Vince Ventura at (408) 246-5784 or 
ventura3@pacbell.net .  
 
Scout-o-Rama 
Scout-o-Rama is coming this May 9th so save the date! Now is 
the perfect time for your Pack, Troop, or Crew to start picking 
out a booth theme/concept! 
 
Pioneer had plenty of great booths last year ranging from 
Troop 392’s climbing tower to Pack 328’s water rocket derby! 
Make sure that your scouts have the opportunity to attend the 
single most active scouting day of the year. We are currently 
encouraging units to participate by attending, hosting a booth, 
and selling scout-o-rama ticket booklets as a fundraiser.  For 
all unit leaders that would like to get involved, make sure you 
attend our Kick-Off event on February 14!   
 
Please contact Pioneer Scout-o-Rama Booklet Chair Dianna 
Holan at (408) 267-5204 or  dholan13@yahoo.com for further 
information. 
 
 
QUICKSILVER 
 
February: 
5   District Committee meeting, LDS Bernal building, 150 
Bernal Rd, San Jose, 7:30pm 
10  District Roundtable and Order of the Arrow Chapter 
meeting, LDS Bernal building, 7:30pm 
11  District Commissioners meeting, LDS Cherry building, 
1336 Cherry Ave, San Jose, 7:30pm 
28   Centennial Quality Unit goals for 2009 due 
Friends of Scouting presentations 
 
March: 
5   District Committee meeting, LDS Bernal building, 150 
Bernal Rd, San Jose, 7:30pm 
10  District Roundtable and Order of the Arrow Chapter 

meeting, LDS Bernal building, 7:30pm 
11  District Commissioners meeting, LDS Cherry building, 
1336 Cherry Ave, San Jose, 7:30pm 
14  District Pinewood Derby, LDS Bernal building, 150 
Bernal Rd, San Jose, 8:00am registration 
Friends of Scouting presentations 
 
Please check the council website—www.scccbsa.org for 
more detailed information on district or council level 
events if they are not described below. 
 
New Commissioners meeting date and location 
Commissioners, please note we have a new meeting date, 
time, and location.  This change to the second Wednesdays for 
each month was made to make sure we have enough time to 
exchange information and discuss issues.  It also allows us 
flexibility to help the Roundtable staff and unit leaders on 
Roundtable night. 
 
Friends of Scouting 
Quicksilver District has a $103,000 Friends of Scouting goal.  
In the next couple of weeks we will be scheduling the last of 
our unit Friends of Scouting presentations, and your units’ 
goals on how you can help sustain Scouting for 2009.   
 
Recharter and Centennial Quality Units 
We have just a few more packs and troops to complete their 
recharter for 2009.  Thank you to all of the leaders who helped 
in completing the process for their units!  About several units 
more have completed their goals for the Centennial Quality 
Unit award for 2008, and we need their paperwork to make it 
official.   
 
We are also accepting your goals for the 2009 Centennial 
Quality Unit award.  Please see your Unit Commissioner to 
complete the goal setting process. 
 
 
Pinewood Derby 
Get ready to participate in the second annual Quicksilver 
District Pinewood Derby!  Save the date of Saturday, March 
14th for this race open to all Cub Scout contestants.  The entry 
fee is $1.00 per car.  Each contestant received a participation 
item, and trophies will be awarded for the fastest time in each 
division of Tiger, Wolf, Bear, and Webelos rank.  The 
registration form can be found on the Quicksilver page on the 
council website. 
 
 
 
POLARIS 
  
Friends of Scouting Kickoff 
Our 2009 Friends of Scouting (FOS) campaign is now 
underway. The district leadership has already committed to a 
lead gift with 100% of the leadership team pledging support.  
  
Your unit should have been contacted by now to schedule an 
FOS presentation. If you have not already scheduled the 
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kickoff for your unit’s FOS campaign, please contact the 
Polaris District Finance Chair, Debbie Jancis, to schedule a 
presentation. Debbie can be reached at 
debbie.jancis@sbcglobal.net or 408-245-4745. 
 
Eagle Recognition 
Join us in extending our congratulations to the 70 Scouts in 
Polaris District that earned the Eagle rank during 2008. Part of 
the annual Council Recognition Dinner on February 13 is to 
recognize the youth that have earned the rank of Eagle during 
the previous year. As honorees, we don’t want to charge these 
youth for their meals. This is an opportunity for you to step in 
and help recognize those that have earned the highest rank in 
Boy Scouting. The council is seeking sponsors that are willing 
to make a contribution to pay for Eagle Scouts to attend the 
Council Dinner. For details of how to make a contribution, 
please contact Dylan Hendrickson at Dylan@scccbsa.org or 
call him at 408-280-5088 ext. #41. 
 
WeSTFair 2009 
The 2009 Polaris District WeSTFair is coming up on February 
7. This is an opportunity for Webelos preparing to transition to 
Boy Scouts to visit prospective troops. Participating troops are 
holding “open houses” from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM on 7 
February. 
 
A list of the participating troops, unit profiles, and maps will 
be available prior to the event (please check the District 
section of the council website). Watch the Roundtable mailing 
list for more information. So far, Troops 400, 407, 463, and 
476 have confirmed their participation. 
 
Polaris Pinewood Derby 
The Polaris District will be having its Pinewood Derby on 
Feb. 8th at Cupertino Square (formerly Valco Fashion Park)  
@ 9 am, at the bottom of the escalators near the AMC Theater. 
The impound for the event will be the evening before, Feb. 7th, 
at 7:00pm located at the council service center, 970 W. Julian 
St., San Jose.  Each Pack may send three participants to the 
event based on their own criteria for selection. The 2009 PWD 
rules are currently posted to the District section of the website, 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/districts/polaris.html. 
 
Commissioner’s Corner 
With the new year, it’s not too early to start thinking about the 
2009 Centennial Quality Unit. It takes a year to satisfy the 
requirements for this award and now is the time to start. For 
commissioners, one of your jobs is to help your units earn this 
award.  Commissioners and unit leaders need to sit down and 
discuss this as soon as possible. I need to receive your unit 
commitment forms by the February Roundtable, 10 February 
2009.  Please take care of this so that I don’t have to call you 
and track you down.  Thank you.  
 
Polaris Email Group 
The Polaris District Email group is used to send this monthly 
Roundtable Reminder, our monthly newsletter "The Polaris 
Star" and between 3 and 7 special announcements a month. 
You can join the group if you would like to stay in the loop on 
all that is happening in the Polaris District. If you know a 

fellow Polaris Scouter who is not a member of the list, please 
invite them to join. 
 
If you are not currently on the Polaris Yahoo Group mailing 
list and would like to receive the Star each month, please 
subscribe to our list by sending an email to the following 
address: 
SCCC-Polaris-RD-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 
 
 
COYOTE CREEK 
 
Pinewood Derby 
Coyote Creek District would like to invite you to the 2009 
Pinewood Derby.  All Racers Welcome, registration opens at 
10:00 am and the race begins at 11:00 am.  We are going to 
having our race at Eastridge Mall (2200 Eastridge Loop, San 
Jose, 95122) on the Lower Level Center Court.  Race day is 
February 7th, 2009 and the cost is $3 per car. It’s an open 
Challenge to All Coyote Creek Packs!! Can you make the 
fastest Pinewood Derby Car? 
 
Register to race in one of our categories: 
Tiger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos, Girl Scouts 
Official BSA Standard Pinewood Derby Rules Apply 
 
For More Information contact: 
Ron Davis (408) 223-8344 redavis63@earthlink.net 
An event flier can be found at: 
http://www.scccbsa.org/files/2009_districts_Coyotecreek_pine
wood.pdf 
http://www.scccbsa.org/files/2009_districts_Coyotecreek_pine
woodrules.pdf 
 
Camporee 
Coyote Creek District Camporee will be held at Joseph D 
Grant County Park (Grant Ranch) on the weekend of April 17 
– 19, 2009. 
Mark your calendars today for a weekend of fun and 
excitement. April 17-19, 2009 is not to be missed!!! 
 
More information will be posted to the district website really 
soon: 
http://www.scccbsa.org/html/districts/coyotecreek.html  
 
Friends of Scouting 2009 Kickoff  
Calling all units! Coyote Creek District is ready to begin our 
2009 FOS campaign.   The district would like to visit your unit 
at a Blue & Gold Dinner, Court of Honor, All Parent Meeting, 
or gather of your families to share the story about Friends of 
Scouting.  These presentations only take about 10 minutes and 
will have long lasting results.  If you have not scheduled your 
FOS visit yet, please do so now. 
 
Questions or to setup a visitation, please contact Ken Schott at 
408-280-5088 ext 28 or ken@scccbsa.org. 
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New Units 
Coyote Creek is growing.  There are several areas of the 
district which do not have scouting now and need it.  Do you 
know of a School, Church, Youth Group, or other group which 
would benefit from a scout group?  Let us know.  
 
The District is also looking for volunteers who want the 
challenge of starting a new unit.  Did you know you can 
receive a knot for your uniform when you start a new unit?  
Let us know. 
 
Come join the membership team.  For more information, 
please contact Ken Schott at 408-280-5088 ext 28 or 
ken@scccbsa.org. 
 
Scout-o-rama 
On May 9, all units in the Santa Clara County Council, will be 
attending the largest Scouting Event for the year.  Over 10,000 
Scouts, Scouters, and People will be attending this outstanding 
event.  You need to be part of the big event.  Starting in March 
will be Ticket Sales and in May the big event.  We are looking 
for units to sell tickets.  This is a great way for Scouts to pay 
for summer camp fees.  Units are also needed to setup booths.  
If you have an interesting activity or just want to show off, 
you need to be there. 
 
Roundtable 
Come join us each month for roundtable.  We now have 
breakouts for Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venturers, OA 
Chapter, Commissioner, and sometimes Special events.  This 
is a great place to see how other people handle the same issue 
that you have.  You can also share ideas with others or just 
meet new people.  Coyote Creek’s Roundtables are on the 
Second Thursday of each month at the LDS Church located at 
Patt and White Roads.   
 
Here is a map to roundtable: 
http://www.scccbsa.org/files/2006_Forms_RoundtableLocatio
ns.pdf  
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